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Saturday, October 3 and Sunday, October 4, 2026 
 

19th Weekend after Pentecost 

Parish Education: Sunday School - Grades Pre-K to 6th - 8:30am • Adult Forum - 8:30am 
     Confirmation - Grades 7 & 8 - Wednesdays 6:30pm 

Church Office Hours: Tues-Thurs  9am-2pm • Fri  9am-12pm   (call first) 

Worship Services: Saturdays at 5:00pm • Sundays at 9:45am 

Pastor Selena Blackwell  • Cell: 860-965-4446 • Email: pastor@elcastjohns.org 



 

 

up sheet is in  

Mary Bark 
Mary Carlson 
Lance Davenport 
Lee Gehrke 
Sharon Goode 
 

Jeanette Pfeifer 
Anita Reiss 
Roger & Helen 
Shelly 
Lynn Skryzpiec 
Rosemary Underwood 
Jackie Wendland 
Cindy Westbrook 
Susan White 

Prayer Requests 
Mike Hamer 
Scott Horsch 
Mary Ann Hulon 
Anna Judge 
Rhea Lumsden 
Linda Martin 
James Moris 
Lonnie Murray 
Kay Nelson 

Offering 9/26 and 9/27 Received Received YTD 

General Fund $1,501.15 $143,391.72 

Capital Fund $170.00 $17,560.91 

Altar Flowers $45.00 $135.00 

October  4           crop walk 

October  11           Botanical pumpkin workshop 

October  25           Glory way concert 

October 4-11 

Sunday  8:30am Sunday School & Adult Forum 
   9:45am Worship 
   2:00pm CROP Walk 

Wednesday 6:30pm Confirmation—Salem 
Saturday  5:00pm Worship 

Sunday   8:30am Sunday School & Adult Forum 
   9:45am Worship 

The next Community Feast will be held 
at St. John’s on Tuesday, October 27th. 

 

Volunteers are needed for:  

Food preparation and table setting on Monday, October 26th @ 1:00pm  

Serving and cleanup on Tuesday, October 27th @ 3:00pm 

Sign up sheets are in the Welcome Center 

Star 34 Fundraiser for CROP Walk! 

Wednesday, October 7, 2026 

336 West Church St, Sandwich, IL 
 

On Wednesday, October 7, Star 34 Cafe of Sandwich will be  
donating a portion of all sales to CROP Walk!  All you need to do is 
eat breakfast or lunch at Star 34 in Sandwich, and just like that, you 

will be helping to eradicate hunger (in more ways than one!).   
Please help spread the word to fight world hunger! 



Prelude 
Welcome & Announcements 

Please stand as you are able. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing 
upon the earth. 

C: Amen. 
P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
P: Compassionate God, 
C: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in 

our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness 
strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.          
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts 
back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us 
to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom 
there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 

 Receive freely this healing gift of grace .  
C: Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn ELW 832 My Lord of Light  
 

Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you. 
 

Kyrie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P: Beloved God, 

C: from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your 
 Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, 
 help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Please be seated. 

A: The First Reading comes from Exodus Chapter 20 vs 1-4, 7-9, 12-20 
A: Word of God, Word of Life 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

A: Our Psalm today is Psalm 19   
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 
2 One day tells its tale to another, and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
3 Although they have no words or language, and their voices are not heard 
4 their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of 
the world, where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 



5  It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the 
 end of it again; nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 
7 The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; 
  the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.  

8 The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; the commandment 
 of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
9 The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever; 
  the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, sweeter 
 far than honey, than honey in the comb 
11 By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is great reward. 
12Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
13
 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion 

 over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable 
 in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer 

 

A: The Second Reading comes from Philippians Chapter 3 verses 4b-9 
A: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel. 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 21st Chapter 
C:  Glory to you O Lord.    Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46 
P: The Gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day   ELW 342 There in God’s Garden  

 

Apostle’s Creed 
P: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ.  Living together in 

trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 

 he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen  

 

Prayers of Intercession 
P: Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that 

God hears us. 
A brief silence. 

A: … Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
P: Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and 

those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 



The Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us offer to each other the sign of peace.    
 

Offering    
 Please stand as you are able. 

Offering Prayer 
P: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings 
 are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, 
 and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.   
C: Amen. 
 

Dialogue 
P: The Lord be with you.     
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.        
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resur-
rection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of an-
gels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn :  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
P: Gathered at and around the Lord’s table, we remember with thanksgiving that  

“In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: ‘Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.’ 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,   
saying: ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.’” 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Let us pray together the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done,  



on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
P:  Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

 
Please be seated. The usher will direct you when to come forward for Holy Communion. 

 

Holy Communion is served. 

Please stand as you are able. 

 
Prayer after Communion 
A: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant 
 life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living 
 signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose 
 name we pray. 
C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 
P:  The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 
C: Amen. 
P:  The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the  
 interceding of the Spirit.  
C: Amen. 

P:  The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn ELW 826 Thine the Amen  

 
Pastor & Assisting Minister process to back of sanctuary during Sending Hymn. 

 

Dismissal 
A: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
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