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Sign up in the Welcome Center to read Maddieig Mitteﬁ Margh

with Wendy Merkel’s kindergarten class. Winter Clothes Distribution
In need of warm winter clothes this season?
Stop by and receive free coats, hats or gloves to
keep the cold weather at bay!

December 4th
3:30-5:30 pm
James R. Wood Elementary School
Clothing for children and adults

Offering 11/22 and 11/23 Received |Received YTD
General Fund $2,269.15 |$204,192.02 Mor.e InfO on the buuetm board
in the Welcome Center
Capital Fund $739.91 $16,316.75
Altar Flowers $80.00 | $485.00 Advent Morning Prayer
services will be held on
Pointsettias $34.00 $34.00 Tuesdays at 9:00 in the
LSS| $40.00 $80.00 Fellowship Hall.
It will be a time for
Sharing Pantry $100.00 $3810.54 readings, reflections,

- > music and a light snack.

¥ James Moris
Prayer W Lonnie Murray (Da'h’b'll&
Mary Bark Mike Hamer Kay Nelson (menbm
Mary Carlson Mary Ann Hulon Roger & Helen
Mary Carlson’s sister, | Jen Larry Rogers
Sue Judy Shelly Manth Dae Occasion
Lance Davenport Karen Lynn Skryzpiec
Lee Gehrke Linda Martin Rosemary Underwood ;
Gianna Doris Miller Juckie Wendland DECEMBER ] CHRISTMAS DINNER @ ST. JOUN'S
Sharon Goode Susan White DECEMBER 4 CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

DECEMBER 16 READING BUDDIES




Prelude
Welcome & Announcements
Please stand as you are able.

Assisting Minister 1: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, whose home is heaven and
earth, whose salvation is sure.

@: Amen.

Assisting Minister 1: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Assisting Minister 1: Long-expected God,

@: we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you
can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip
on the ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keep-
ing awake. Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with
our neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your
advent among us, that we may abound in the hope you have promised.

Amen.

Assisting Minister 1: God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own
righteousness. + You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome
the Savior.

@: Amen.
Gathering Hymn ELW 438 My Lord, What a Morning

Greeting
Assisting Minister 1: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

@: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Assisting Minister 1: 0O God,

@: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save
us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the
way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

The First candle of the Advent Wreath.

Assisting Minister 1: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You call all
nations to walk in your light and to seek your ways of justice and peace, for the
night is past, and the dawn of your coming is near.

Assisting Minister 2: Bless us as we light the first candle of this wreath. Rouse us from
sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes and welcome him into
our hearts and homes, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever.

@: Amen.

Advent song ELW 240 “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”
1 Verse  (Assisting Minister lights 1°* Advent candle)

Assisting Minister 2: The First Reading comes from the Book of Isaiah Chapter 2 vs 1-5
Assisting Minister 2: Word of God, Word of Life.

(CH Thanks be to God.

Assisting Minister 2: Our Psalm today is Psalm 122
'I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
2Now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself;
“to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lord.



>For there are the thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David.
®Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you.
’Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers.
8 For the sake of my kindred and companions,

I pray for your prosperity.
9Because of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek to do you good.”

Assisting Minister 2: The Second Reading comes from Romans Chapter 13 verses 11-14
Assisting Minister 2: Word of God, Word of Life.
¥: Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel.

Assisting Minister 2: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 24™ Chapter

¥: Glory to you O Lord. Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44
Assisting Minister 2: The Gospel of our Lord.

@: Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
Hymn Sing

W&P 53 Great is the Lord sung twice

Assisting Minister 1: Michael W. Smith is an American singer-songwriter, producer, and ac-
tor, born in 1957 in West Virginia. He is a Grammy and Dove Award-winning artist known
for his contributions to contemporary Christian and mainstream music, with a career span-
ning over 40 years and millions of albums sold. Smith also founded the Rocketown youth
ministry and record label and has been involved in various humanitarian efforts. This was
one of the first worship songs that Michael W. Smith wrote with his wife, Debbie. The in-
spiration for the lyrics were drawn from Psalm 145:3, "Great is the Lord and most worthy
of Praise." Sometimes at night, Michael and Debbie would light a candle and would often
open the Bible and God would inspire their hearts with a particular passage of Scripture.
They wrote many praise choruses and worship songs during these evening sessions. In
1982, God led them to a particular passage of Scripture that they both thought would be
the base for a good song. Debbie wrote a few lines of the lyric as Michael was working on
the music. The couple were at the time active members of Belmont Church on Music Row
in Nashville and were eager to share their new song with the congregation. Debbie Smith
recalled: "Michael often led worship at the church, so during one of the services he taught
the song to the congregation. They seemed greatly moved to a spirit of worship as they
sang 'Great Is the Lord."

"He said, 'I remember I was so overwhelmed as I heard that great crowd lifting their voic-
es in praise, as they sang our song," Debbie added. "I felt so blessed to be used in that way.""

ELW 275 Angels, from the Realms of Glory vs. 1&2

Assisting Minister 2: James Montgomery, born in 1771 in Scotland was a hymn writer, poet
and editor, who eventually settled in Sheffield, England. He was raised in the Moravian
Church and theologically trained there, so that his writings often reflect concern for hu-
manitarian causes, such as the abolition of slavery and the exploitation of child chimney sweeps.

He began writing poetry at age 10, inspired by the hymns of the Moravians, the same
group that influenced John Wesley. Though he flunked out of school at age 14, Montgom-
ery found a job in 1792 at a radical weekly newspaper, the Sheffield Register.

He assumed the leadership of the paper when the previous editor, due to his politics, had
to flee the country for fear of persecution. Montgomery then changed the name of the pa-
per to the Sheffield Iris and served for 31 years as editor.

“Angels from the realms of glory” was first published on Christmas Eve 1816 in

the Sheffield Iris. The hymn has a sense of urgency and excitement, magnified using im-
perative verbs throughout, especially in the refrain: "Come and worship . . .” By 1916, the
hymn had been set to more than fifty different tunes. In the United States, "Regent
Square" is the most common tune for this carol. The name for the "Regent Square" tune is
reportedly an association with the publisher of the first hymnal to contain it, James Hamil-
ton, who was the minister of the Regent Square Church situated in London.


https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=742aa62f8b445c9b&rlz=1C1EJFC_enUS907US907&sxsrf=AE3TifOFepp7GQuE59SFfkmyYJSNSXveVg%3A1764086652246&q=Rocketown&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj9gIry1o2RAxVI78kDHSdzJhoQxccNegQIPxAB&mstk=AUtExfC5V0FeG5ONec0IePgywoTaznxZ0Le0r6tHeQHO--vaq6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymnodist
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ELW 574 Here I Am Lord vs. 1&2

Assisting Minister 1: The writing of this song has an interesting story behind it, namely
that it was written in three days. Dan Schutte, the composer of the song, had a friend
knocking on his door on a Wednesday in 1979 to ask him to write a song for a diaconate
ordination Mass that was happening that Saturday. It was also requested to have refer-
ences to the Word of God, the light of Christ and the bread and wine. On top of the short
notice, Mr. Schutte had been suffering from the flu for several days. Inspired by the bibli-
cal stories of prophets like Isaiah and Samuel, he sat at his desk with his guitar and a
blank sheet of staff paper in front of him, praying, “God, if I'm going to do this for my
friend, you're going to have to help me.”

He managed to find ways to incorporate all of them within each of the verses. Verse one
ends with the like *"Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?” Verse two has "I
will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send?” And the final verse has a much longer
reference to the bread and wine with “Finest bread I will provide, till their hearts be satis-
fied, I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send?”

So not only did he hit all the marks of the request, but he was able to transform them in-
to calls to action. It alternates between the voice of God in the verses and the response
from those he calls in the refrain. By doing this he is setting up what God calls us to -
spreading the light of Christ, spreading his Word, and sharing the bread and wine of
Christ — and then gives us, the singers and believers to respond to that call. It became
wildly popular in both Catholic and Protestant services.

ELW 728 Blest Are They vs. 1&2

Assisting Minister 2: David Haas was born in 1958 in Saginaw, Michigan and is one of the
most prominent Catholic composers since the mid-1980s. Mr. Haas studied vocal music
performance, piano and conducting at Central Michigan University, completing his studies
in music performance, liturgy and theology at the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul.
He has served as director of music at parishes in Iowa and Minnesota, and presently is an
active member of St. Cecilia Church in St. Paul, Minn.

“Blest Are They” was first published in 1986, appears in recent Catholic and Protestant
hymnals and is one of the composer’s best-known songs. A paraphrase of the Beatitudes
from Matthew 5:3-16, the hymn maintains the two-part structure of Scripture in each
blessing in the stanzas—"Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs in the kingdom of
God”"—each of which is followed by an uplifting refrain, “Rejoice and be glad!”

Mr. Haas is an advocate for expanding the role of young people in the life and liturgy of
the church. He is the founder and executive director of Music Ministry Alive!, a liturgical
music formation curriculum that has influenced hundreds of high school and college
young people.

He is the author of more than 20 books ranging from liturgical music and liturgy to youth
ministry and spirituality. One of his recordings, I Shall See God, was nominated in 1991
for a Grammy Award, and his book, The Ministry and Mission of Sung Prayer, received
the Outstanding Professional Book Award in 2003 from the Catholic Press Association.

Apostle’s Creed

Assisting Minister 1: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

@: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession
Assisting Minister 1: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God,
trusting your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.
A brief silence.

Assisting Minister 1: ....God of grace,

¥: hear our prayer.

Assisting Minister 1: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.

B: Amen.

The Peace

Assisting Minister 2: The peace of the Lord be with you all.

B: And also with you.
Assisting Minister 2: Let us offer to each other the sign of peace.

Offering
Please stand as you are able.
Offering Prayer
Assisting Minister 2: Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in
the desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places,
that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come.

- Amen.

Thanksgiving for the Word

Assisting Minister 2: Let us pray.
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through
life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs
of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.

¥: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Assisting Minister 2: Let us pray together the words our Savior gave us:
@: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Blessing

Assisting Minister 2: May God who comes among us, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and
always.

¥: Amen.

Sending Hymn ELW 439 Soon and Very Soon

Dismissal
Assisting Minister 2: Go in peace. Keep awake.
@: Thanks be to God.
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