
235 S Green Street  |  PO Box 245 | Somonauk, IL 60552 | 815-498-3667 

office@elcastjohns.org | www.elcastjohns.org 

Parish Education: Sunday School - Grades Pre-K to 6th - 8:30am • Adult Forum - 8:30am 
     Confirmation - Grades 7 & 8 - Wednesdays 6:30pm 

Church Office Hours: Tues-Thurs  9am-2pm • Fri  9am-12pm 

Worship Services: Saturdays at 5:00pm • Sundays at 9:45am 

Phone: 815-498-3810 • Cell: 815-768-7452 • Email: pastor@elcastjohns.org 

Saturday, March 22  
Third Weekend of Lent - Service of the Word 



Offering 3/2 through 3/16 Received Received YTD 

General Fund $33,814.95 $60,404.49 

Capital Fund $3,452.41 $5,044.32 

Good Samaritan Fund $200.00 $300.00 

Utilities-Sharing Pantry $150.00 $600.00 

Sunday School $381.58 $383.58 

Community Feast $80.00 $330.00 

Cusco Lutheran Churches $185.74 $432.89 

Feed My Starving Children $10.00 $10.00 

Men’s Breakfast Book  

Reimbursement 

$38.00 $38.00 

Habitat for Humanity $8.00 $8.00 

Sharing Pantry $118.00 $138.00 

for the week of  
 March 23 - 30 

events 
Upcoming  Sunday  8:30am Sunday School & Adult Forum 

   9:45am Worship 

Wednesday 9am Lenten Breakfast at Federated Church 
   5:00-6:00pm Lenten Meal 
   6:30pm Lenten Worship Service 

Thursday  9:00am Bible Study 

Saturday  7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
   5:00pm Worship 

Sunday   8:30am Sunday School & Adult Forum 
   9:45am Worship 

Mary Bark 
Lance Davenport 
Marion Gaffney 
Lee Gehrke 
Gianna 
Dean Gibson 
Jim Gletty 
 

James Moris 
Lonnie Murray 
Sharon Rhea’s son, Jeff 
Larry Rogers 
Shelly 
Lynn Skryzpiec 
Jack & Evelyn Smith 
Jackie Wendland 
Susan White 

Prayer Requests 
Sharon Goode 
Mary Ann Hulon 
Jen 
Karen 
Rhea Lumsden 
Linda Martin 
 

April  17          Maundy-Thursday worship 

April   18          Good Friday Worship-salem 

April  20          EASTER 

Wednesday Morning Lenten Breakfasts 

Federated Church 
403 N. Main - Sandwich 
9:00 am 
 

March 26   April 2, 9 

The Sharing Pantry  needs help with 

their Easter Dinner packages 
Requests: 

box potatoes, mushroom soup, box cereal, box dessert, 

muffin mix, canned pineapple, financial donation 

Donations may be put in the container marked  

Pantry Easter Dinners in the Welcome Center. 

If you’d like to order an 
Easter Lily, please sign up  

in the Welcome Center.  
They are $18.00 each.  

Sign up by March 30th. 



Prelude 
Welcome and Announcements 

Please stand as you are able. 
Gathering 
Assisting Minister: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Assisting Minister: Welcome to worship in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
Assisting Minister: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of 

your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
Assisting Minister: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one  

another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Assisting Minister: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Je-
sus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
Assisting Minister: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when  

we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 

been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God 
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. 

C: Amen. 
 
Gathering Song ELW 445 Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters 
 
Greeting 
Assisting Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Assisting Minister: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain  
of living water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 

C: Amen. 
 
Assisting Minister: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of 
baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font. 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea 



you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for 
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Assisting Minister: Let us pray the Prayer of the Day together. 
C: Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the 

life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and 
obey it, and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated. 
 

Assisting Minister: The First Reading for this 3rd weekend of Lent comes from the Book of 
Isaiah Chapter 55 verses 1-9 
  Assisting Minister: Word of God, Word of Life 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Assisting Minister: Our Psalm today is Psalm 63 verses 1-8 
 1 O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; 
  my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,  

as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 
 2 Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, 
  that I might behold your power and your glory. 
 3 For your steadfast love is better than life itself; 
  my lips shall give you praise. 
 4 So will I bless you as long as I live 
  and lift up my hands in your name.  
 5 My spirit is content, as with the richest of foods, 
  and my mouth praises you with joyful lips, 
 6 when I remember you upon my bed, 
  and meditate on you in the night watches. 
 7 For you have been my helper, 
  and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice. 
 8 My whole being clings to you; 
  your right hand holds me fast.  
 
Assisting Minister: The Second Reading comes from 1st Corinthians Chapter 10 verses 1-
13 
Assisting Minister: Word of God, Word of Life 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel. 
 

Assisting Minister:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 13th Chapter 
C: Glory to you O Lord.     Gospel: Luke 13:1-9 
Assisting Minister: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 



Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day ELW 624 Jesus, Sill Lead On 
 
The Apostles Creed 
Assisting Minister: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ.  Living 

together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he de-
scended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
Assisting Minister: Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer  

for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
A brief silence. 

Assisting Minister: We pray for the church, called to be a witness to all 
peoples. Grant humility and wisdom to bishops, pastors, deacons, elders, councils, 
and congregations, that they may call upon you in making decisions. God, in your 
mercy, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
Assisting Minister: We pray for the earth, called to provide abundantly. 

Teach your people the goodness of your generosity, that in sharing what we have 
been given, all life may flourish on the planet that is our shared home. God, in your 
mercy, 

C: receive our prayer. 
Assisting Minister: We pray for this nation and all nations, called to protect 

their inhabitants and collaborate in the work of justice and peace. Forge bonds of 
compassion and mutual care across human borders and boundaries, that all the 
world may have enough to live. God, in your mercy, 

C: receive our prayer. 
Assisting Minister: We pray for those in need, called to receive your  

compassion especially those on our prayer list and those we now name in our 
heart. Comfort those whose lives have been disrupted through natural disasters 
and human conflict. Aid communities in coming together to mourn, heal, and re-
build. God, in your mercy, 

C: receive our prayer. 
Assisting Minister: We pray for this assembly, called to welcome its 

neighbors to the table of your grace. Bless food pantries, community gardens and 
kitchens, clean water projects, and all ministries that address human hunger and 
thirst. God, in your mercy, 

C: receive our prayer. 
Assisting Minister: We give thanks for the faithful lives of those who 

proclaimed your gospel in times of challenge and strife, and for all those whose 
lives of love and service have ended. May their witness inspire our own. God, in 
your mercy, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 



Assisting Minister: Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things 
together in your love, in the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. 

C: Amen. 
 
Peace 
Assisting Minister: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Thanksgiving for the Word 
Assisting Minister: Let us pray. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through 
life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs 
of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Assisting Minister: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Sending 
Assisting Minister: God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
Blessing 
Assisting Minister: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
Sending Song ELW 726 Light Dawns on a Dreary World 
 
Dismissal 
Assisting Minister: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; 

be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; 
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people;  

 
Assisting Minister: love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the  

Holy Spirit. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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