Saturday, WMarch 14th and Sunday, March 15th 2026

LUTHERAN CHURCH

WOrship Services: Saturdays at 5:00pm ® Sundays at 9:45am

Parish Education: Sunday School - Grades Pre-K to 6th - 8:30am ® Adult Forum - 8:30am
Confirmation - Grades 7 & 8 - Wednesdays 6:30pm

Church Office Hours: Tues-Thurs 9am-2pm ¢ Fri 9am-12pm

235 S Green Street | PO Box 245 | Somonauk, IL 60552 | 815-498-3667
office@elcastjohns.org | www.elcastjohns.org



for the Wetk of
March 15-22

In 2025, we served a record number of 975 households in our community! May you be blessed
throughout this Lenten journey as you navigate the season of “repentance and forgiveness!”

Thank you for your continued kindness and generosity!

We will be using some of these items to prepare Easter meals to distribute in March/April.
e Boxed potatoes (Augratin or Scalloped) e Canned fruit — pineapple, mandarin oranges

e Boxed dessert mix (brownies, cheesecake, etc.)

e  muffin mix e Canned green beans e Instant jello

We will also be making Easter baskets for our children. Items needed include:
New or gently used Easter baskets/buckets (from Dollar Tree for example)
Small toys (hot wheels car, puzzle, slime, bubbles, small stuffed animals, yoyo, etc.)
Wrapped cand

Community Wide Egg Hunt SF]E\ER% lng Qﬂ
St. John’s Lutheran Church CHILDREN
March 28th, 2026 Thursday, March 26, 2026
2:00 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.
10:00 am This will be during Spring Break so kids
In case of inclement weather, the hunt are encouraged to participate!

will take place in the Fellowship Hall.

The Federated Church Lenten breakfasts John’s and leave by 12:30.

March 18 and 25 @ 9:00am Sign up in the Welcome Center.

We will meet at and carpool from St.
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Welcome & Announcements

(P):
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Please stand as you are able.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy en-
dures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living wa-
ter Christ offers: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing
and hope in the world: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to
come forth to life: Gracious God,

@: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P): God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of
God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of + Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven.The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.

@: Amen.

Gathering Hymn ELW 722 O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate

Greeting

P):  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

@: And also with you.
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I Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

Prayer of the Day

P):
(CH

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us.

By your gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of
our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Please be seated.
(Al:  The First Reading comes from the Book of 1 Samuel Chapter 16 verses 1-13
Al:  Word of God, Word of Life.
@: Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 23
! The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.
The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3You restore my soul, O Lord, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s
sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no
evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
®Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I
will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Al: The Second Reading comes from Ephesians Chapter 5 verses 8-14
Al:  Word of God, Word of Life.
[¥B: Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel.
P): The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 9th Chapter
¥: Gloryto you O Lord. Gospel: John 9:1-41
P: The Gospel of our Lord.
B: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day ELW 780 Shepherd Me, O God

Apostle’s Creed
P): God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in
trust and hope, we confess our faith.
¥: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
P:  Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the

world and its needs.
A brief silence.

(AJ: ... Hear us, O God.
¥: Your mercy is great.



P]:  Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
@: Amen.

The Peace

P): The peace of the Lord be with you all.

@: And also with you.

P):  Let us offer to each other the sign of peace.
Offering

Please stand as you are able.
Offering Prayer

P): O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You
send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through
these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls
us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

@: Amen.

Dialogue

P): The Lord be with you.

@: And also with you.

@):  Lift up your hearts.

@: We lift them to the Lord.

P):  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

@: 1Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P): Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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Eucharistic Prayer

P):  Gathered at and around the Lord’s table, we remember with thanksgiving that
“In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 'Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.’
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: 'This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me."””



The Lord’s Prayer
P):  Let us pray together the words our Savior gave us:
¥: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P): Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

Holy Communion is served.

Please stand as you are able.
Prayer after Communion

Al:  God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, rec-
onciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood
of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your
love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord .

B: Amen.

Blessing

P Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence,
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains crea-

tion, -+ bless you now and always.
@: Amen.

Sending Hymn ELW 324 In the Cross of Christ I Glory
Pastor & Assisting Minister process to back of sanctuary during Sending Hymn.

Dismissal
Al:  Go in peace. Believe the good news.
¥: Thanks be to God.
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