Saturday, December 6t and Sunday, November 7t
2nd Weekend of Advent

Ford

Matthcw 3:1-12

J LUTHERAN CHURCH

WOrship Services: Saturdays at 5:00pm ® Sundays at 9:45am

Parish Education: Sunday School - Grades Pre-K to 6th - 8:30am » Adult Forum - 8:30am
Confirmation - Grades 7 & 8 - Wednesdays 6:30pm

Church Office Hours: Tues-Thurs 9am-2pm * Fri 9am-12pm

235 S Green Street | PO Box 245 | Somonauk, IL 60552 | 815-498-3667
office@elcastjohns.org | www.elcastjohns.org
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Advent Morning Prayer
services will be held on
Tuesdays at 9:00 in the
Fellowship Hall.

It will be a time for
readings, reflections,
music and a light snack.

Offering 11/22 and 11/23 Received |Received YTD
General Fund $4,199.00 |[$208,391.02
Capital Fund $177.00 $16,493.75
Kitchen $700.00 $2,096.30
Pointsettias $34.00 $68.00

LSSI Giving Tree $100.00 $366.37
Offering 11/30 and 12/1 Received |Received YTD
General Fund $935.00 $209,326.02
Capital Fund $100.00 $16,593.75
Sharing Pantry $25.00 $3,835.54
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SON OFGOD, .
LOVES PURELIGHT...

4:00 PM
December 24th

READING
TUESHAY, DEGEHBER 1T

Sign up in the Welcome Center to read
with Wendy Merkel’s kindergarten class.
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IECEMBER : READING BUDDIES




Prelude
Welcome & Announcements
Please stand as you are able.

Assisting Minister 1: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, whose home is heaven and
earth, whose salvation is sure.

@: Amen.

Assisting Minister 1: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Assisting Minister 1: Long-expected God,

@: we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you
can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip
on the ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keep-
ing awake. Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with
our neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your
advent among us, that we may abound in the hope you have promised.

Amen.

Assisting Minister 1: God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own
righteousness. + You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome
the Savior.

(CE Amen.

Gathering Hymn ELW 239 Hark the Glad Sound

Greeting
Assisting Minister 1: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

@: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Assisting Minister 1: 0O God,

@: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his
coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

The Second candle of the Advent Wreath.

Assisting Minister 1: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. John the
Baptist calls all people to prepare the Lord’s way for the kingdom of heaven is near.

Assisting Minister 2: Bless us as we light the first candle of this wreath. Baptize us with
the fire of your Spirit, that we may be a light shining in the darkness welcoming oth-
ers as Christ has welcomed us, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God
forever.

@: Amen.

Advent song ELW 240 “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”
2 Verses (Assisting Minister lights 1°t and 2" Advent candles)

Assisting Minister 2: The First Reading comes from the Book of Isaiah Chapter 11 vs 1-10
Assisting Minister 2: Word of God, Word of Life.

@: Thanks be to God.

Assisting Minister 2: Our Psalm today is Psalm 72, verses 1-7 & 18-19
' Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son;
“that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice;
“that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness.
“Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the
oppressor.



>May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another.
°Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the
earth.
’In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace till the
moon shall be no more.
'“Blessed are you, Lorp God, the God of Israel; you alone do wondrous deeds!
" And blessed be your glorious name forever, and may all the earth be filled with your
glory. Amen.
Amen.

Assisting Minister 2: The Second Reading comes from Romans Chapter 15 verses 4-13
Assisting Minister 2: Word of God, Word of Life.
B: Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel.

Assisting Minister 2: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 3™ Chapter

B: Gilory to you O Lord. Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44
Assisting Minister 2:  The Gospel of our Lord.

[@: Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
Hymn Sing

ELW 249 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’'s Cry vs. 1&2

Assisting Minister 1: "On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry" is an Advent hymn originally
written in Latin by Charles Coffin in 1736. It was translated into English by John Chan-
dler in 1837. The hymn is based on John the Baptist's proclamation to "prepare the way
for the Lord" and is used for Advent and baptismal services.

Charles Coffin was a writer and French teacher. He was born October 4, 1676 in France
and educated at College du Plessis. In 1718, he became rector of the University of Paris, a
post which he held until his death.

ELW 267 Joy to the World vs. 1, 2 &4

Assisting Minister 2: Did you know that “Joy to the World” was not written as a Christmas
carol? In its original form, it had nothing to do with Christmas. It wasn’t even written to be
a song. Isaac Watts was one of the great hymn writers in church history, and he wrote one
of his most famous hymns by accident. Although its lyrics refer to the coming of a king,
Watts originally intended them to be about the second coming of Christ, not Christmas.

In 1719, Watts published a book of poems in which each poem was based on a psalm. But
rather than just translate the original Old Testament texts, he adjusted them to refer more
explicitly to the work of Jesus as it had been revealed in the New Testament.

One of those poems was an adaptation of Psalm 98. Watts interpreted this psalm as a cel-
ebration of Jesus’s role as King of both his church and the whole world. More than a centu-
ry later, the second half of this poem was slightly adapted and set to music to give us
what has become one of the most famous of all Christmas carols:

ELW 277 Away in a Manger vs. 1-3

Assisting Minister 1: The popular carol "Away in a Manger" first appeared in the United
States in the 1880s, with the first two verses published around 1885, in Pennsylvania in a
German Lutheran Sunday school collection. Despite being widely but falsely attributed

to Martin Luther, it was likely written by an unknown American author. The third verse was
added later, appearing in 1892.

The carol was quickly associated with Martin Luther and often called "Luther's Cradle
Song," possibly to coincide with the 400th anniversary of his birth in 1883. However, re-
search has debunked this theory, as there is no German version from before the carol's
English publication and no record of the song in Luther's writings.

The third verse was added in 1892 by Charles H. Gabriel and appeared in his songbook
Gabriel's Vineyard Songs.

The carol quickly became a favorite, especially as a children's lullaby, and is now one of
the most beloved carols in the English-speaking world.
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Apostle’s Creed

Assisting Minister 2: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

@: 1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Assisting Minister 2: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God,
trusting your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.
A brief silence.
Assisting Minister 2: ....God of grace,

@: hear our prayer.
Assisting Minister 2: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.

(CE Amen.

The Peace

Assisting Minister 2: The peace of the Lord be with you all.

@: And also with you.

Assisting Minister 2: Let us offer to each other the sign of peace.

Offering
Please stand as you are able.
Offering Prayer
Assisting Minister 2: Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in
the desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places,
that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come.

@: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Assisting Minister 1: Let us pray together the words our Savior gave us:
@: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Blessing

Assisting Minister 1: May God who comes among us, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and
always.

@: Amen.

Sending Hymn ELW 264 Prepare the Royal Highway



Dismissal
Assisting Minister 1:Go in peace. Keep awake.

¥B: Thanks be to God.
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