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office@elcastjohns.org | www.elcastjohns.org 

Parish Education: Sunday School - Grades Pre-K to 6th - 8:30am • Adult Forum - 8:30am 
     Confirmation - Grades 7 & 8 - Wednesdays 6:30pm 

Church Office Hours: Tues-Thurs  9am-2pm • Fri  9am-12pm 

Worship Services: Saturdays at 5:00pm • Sundays at 9:45am 

Phone: 815-498-3810 • Cell: 815-768-7452 • Email: pastor@elcastjohns.org 

Saturday, April 5 and Sunday, April 6 
Fifth Weekend of Lent 



Offering 3/29 through 3/30 Received Received YTD 

General Fund $2,593.76 $65,771.40 

Capital Fund $225.00 $5,856.23 

Easter Lillies $36.00 $90.00 

Habitat for Humanity $100.00 $133.00 

Our Sharing Pantry $264.00 $439.00 

for the week of  
 April 6 - April 13 

events 
Upcoming  Sunday  8:30am Sunday School & Adult Forum 

   9:45am Worship 

Monday  9:00am Visit from Pastor Tim Krick, LWR 
Wednesday 9am Lenten Breakfast at Federated Church 
   5:00-6:00pm Lenten Meal 
   6:30pm Lenten Worship Service 

Thursday  9:00am Bible Study 
   1:00pm Rebekah Circle 

Saturday  7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
   9:00am First Communion Class 
   5:00pm Worship 

Sunday   8:30am Sunday School & Adult Forum 
   9:45am Worship 
   10:45am Church Council Meeting 

Mary Bark 
Lance Davenport 
Marion Gaffney 
Lee Gehrke 
Gianna 
Dean Gibson 
Jim Gletty 
 

James Moris 
Lonnie Murray 
Sharon Rhea’s son, Jeff 
Larry Rogers 
Shelly 
Lynn Skryzpiec 
Jack & Evelyn Smith 
Jackie Wendland 
Susan White 

Prayer Requests 
Sharon Goode 
Mary Ann Hulon 
Jen 
Karen 
Rhea Lumsden 
Linda Martin 
 

April  12          First communion class 

april   17          first communion ceremony 

April  17          Maundy-Thursday worship 

April   18          Good Friday Worship-salem 

April  20          EASTER 

Tuesday, april 29th 
Sign up in the Welcome Center to read 

with Wendy Merkel’s kindergarten class. 

Reading 
Buddies 

The Sharing Pantry  needs help with their 

Easter Dinner packages 
Requests: 

box potatoes, cornbread/blueberry muffin mix, canned  

pineapple, green beans, cake/brownie mix, financial donation 

Donations may be put in the container marked  Pantry 

Easter Dinners in the Welcome Center. 

Free vision and hearing screening,  
sponsored by the Sandwich Lions Club 
will take place on Tuesday, April 8th  

from 1:00-3:00pm at the  
Fox Valley Community Center. 

A representative from LWR, Pastor Tim Krick, will be at St. John’s 

to give an update on LWR and to thank us for all the work we do. 



Prelude 
Welcome & Announcements 

Please stand as you are able. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen. 
P: Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Compassionate One, 
C: you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our lives do not 

always reflect you and your love for the world. We do not show others the 
tender compassion you have shown to us. We do not welcome others with the rad-
ical hospitality you grant to all people. We oppress others, even though you 
have set us free again and again. We squander the abundant gifts of the 
earth. Transform our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross. Amen. 

 

P: Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the wan-

dering ones home. In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God’s 
house forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn ELW 522 As We Gather at Your Table 
 

Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
Kyrie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P: Creator God,  
C: you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our desert. 

Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our 
lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all through your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Please be seated 

A:  The First Reading for this 5th weekend of Lent comes from the Book of Isaiah  
 Chapter 43 verses 16-21 
 

A: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

A:  Our Psalm today is Psalm 126 
  1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 



  then were we like those who dream. 
 2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter,  

and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
  Then they said among the nations,  

“The Lord has done great things for them.” 
 3 The Lord has done great things for us, 
  and we are glad indeed. 
 4 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 
  like the watercourses of the Negeb.  
 5 Those who sowed with tears 
  will reap with songs of joy. 
 6 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.  

 

A:  Our Second Reading comes from Philippians Chapter 3 verses 4-14 
A: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel. 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 12th Chapter 
C:  Glory to you O Lord.     Gospel: John 12:1-8 
P:  The Gospel of our Lord. 
C:  Praise to you O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day ELW 583 Take My Life, That I May Be 
 

Apostle’s Creed 
P: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ.  Living together in 

trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ,  
God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of  
the Father, and he will come to judge  
the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
P: Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those 

in need. 
A brief silence. 

A: ... God, in your mercy, 
P: Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the 

name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. 



C: Amen. 
 

The Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 
 
Offering  

Please stand as you are able. 
Offering Prayer 
P: Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, 

opening your heart to the world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, 
deepen our commitment to sharing those treasures with others, through our Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 
 

Dialogue 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The congregation may shake one  

another’s hand. If you do not wish to shake 

hands, please hold your hands in a prayer 

position and bow to the other person. 



Eucharistic Prayer 
P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 
P: All who are hungry, come! A feast of grace is spread before you. 

 

Please be seated. The usher will direct you when to come forward for Holy Communion. 
 

Holy Communion is served 
 

Communion Hymns  ELW 471 Let Us Break Bread Together     
 

Please stand as you are able. 

Prayer after Communion 
A: Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us now 

to set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might 
nourish the world into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
Blessing 

P: God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit, ☩ bless 
you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn W&P 17 Beauty for Brokenness 
 
Dismissal 
A:  Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. 
C:  Thanks be to God!  
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