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A New Year’s Message from Your Pastor.. 

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 
plans for your welfare and not for harm, 

to give you a future with hope.” … Jeremiah 29:11 (NRSV) 
 

The New Year has arrived! I do hope all of you had a 
wonderful and Merry Christmas! Don’t you wonder what 
God may have in store for us this year? 
 

Have you made your New Year’s resolutions for 2023? I 
would like to add something to that list for your 
consideration … please consider coming to Bible study and 
Bible reading to your list of resolutions. There are multiple 
ways in which you could keep in touch with and be touched 
by God. 
 

In January, our Annual Meeting will take place on January 
22nd. Come to this important meeting as we discuss what 
God has been doing in this place. 
 

In the coming year, our Council and committees will 
continue with their respective responsibilities of sharing the 
Good News of Jesus Christ through activities and projects; 
our Bible Studies will continue Sunday & Thursday 
mornings, Sunday School will gather, and Confirmation 
classes will continue to meet. Ash Wednesday, Lent and 
Easter will soon be here. I look forward to our shared 
ministry in the New Year! 
 

On a personal note, thank-you for all the cards, gifts and 
well wishes Steve & I received at Christmastime and for 
the New Year! We are so blessed to be here!  Thank-you!!! 

God’s Blessings & Peace, 
Pastor Chris Schoon  



 

Stewardship/Mission minutes 
December 7, 2022 

 
The annual Stewardship report was submitted to the church 
office before Dec. 1st. 
 

A very, very, sincere thank you to Wayne and Cindy Karp who not 
only did their own assigned Meals-on-Wheels week, but covered 
Mark's when he was ill and also have helped out on other weeks 
that other groups could not cover. 
 

The November offering report was General Offering - $16,027.06; 
Capital Fund - $1,299.79; Good Samaritan Fund - $150; LSSI 
Giving Tree - $361.41 + $500 (Endowment); MSHV - $50; and 
Baby Care Kits - $20. 
 

The flyers for the Lake Holiday newspaper were delivered to the: 
Lake Holiday Property Office (815)498-2216); 283 Easy Street on 
Nov. 17th and the cost was $130, covered by the Hamers. The 
cost will increase to $150 next year. We will begin planning for 
the Easter flyer in January and will use Stewardship fund #419 to 
cover the cost. A heartfelt thanks to Becky W., St. John's 
secretary, for designing the flyer and for adding it to our weekly 
worship folder and monthly newsletter. 
 

Karol will check with the village to see if there will be a Springfest 
this year. Karol will also write the article for the January 
emphasis which is Kamwemge Secondary School in Uganda. 
 

March 4th will be the Tacos 'n Trivia event. 
 

Lyn received a thank you from NI Food Bank for our services. 
Karol reported that no dates were available for our confirmands 
to work at Feed My Starving Children over their winter break, but 
she will follow-up for their spring break. 
 

Our next scheduled meeting is on January 4th, 2023! 

Sat Feb 11th 
After 5pm worship 

See Page 6 
for more details 
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Endowment Committee Meeting 
November 15, 2022 
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March 20, 2023 
Spring is here!! 



 
Special Offering in January for Partners in Mission 

 

     Partners in Mission is our church’s connection to Good 

Shephard Kindergarten and Primary School and 

Kamwenge Secondary and Vocational School often 

referred to as KSVS in the southwestern region of 

Uganda, Africa. Pastor John, their leader, has been here 

to visit several times and is expressing his thanks for our 

continued support. Many of the students live at the 

school because of home circumstances and the distance 

to travel. These students need to have their tuition  paid. 

It takes $40 a month to sponsor a child or $480 a year. 

Since it was started in2006, they have built classrooms 

including a primary school, brought electricity to the 

entire campus, build a STEM center for learning, dug a 

modern well for safe drinking water, and built housing for 

teachers and students. They are in need of replacing the 

carpentry shop with a building that would house both the 

carpentry shop and the welding shop. With so many 

needs, any amount that can be given is welcomed. They 

thank us for our continued support and prayers over the 

past years. 
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Birthdays 
 

Doug Stahl    01/02 
Becky Wollenweber  01/02 
Charles Hoepe   01/03 
Kyle Reuter    01/03 
Stephen Kossak   01/03 
Alexander Shoener  01/03 
Neil Miller    01/07 
Addyson Barnes   01/07 
Martha Johnson   01/11 
Dale Robinson   01/14 
Erin Killey    01/19 

2023 Upcoming Events 

January 1 
Happy New Year’s 
Day 
 

4 
Confirmation Classes 
resume and will be 
at Salem for the 
month of January. 
 

6 
Epiphany of our Lord 
 

8 
Baptism of Our Lord 
 

16 
Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day 
 

February 2 
Groundhog Day 
 

11 
Chili Cookoff 
 

14 
Valentine’s Day 
 

19 
Transfiguration 
Sunday 

 

20 
President’s Day 
 

22 
Ash Wednesday 
 

26 
First Sunday of Lent 
 

April 9 
Easter Sunday 

Some historical names for January include “Wulfmonath,” 

which came from the Anglo-Saxons because it was the 

month hungry wolves would come scavenging. King 

Charlemagne would call it “Wintermanoth” meaning 

“winter/cold month. 

Caitlyn Merkel   01/21 
Marilyn Abbott   01/24 
Crystal Pyle    01/25 
Keith Larson    01/27 
Nancy Gletty-Olson   01/27 
Steven Vermeland   01/27 
Vanessa Pyle    01/30 
 

Anniversaries 
 

Michael & Nancy Maroscia 01/06/1984 
 

Lee & Gerry Gehrke 01/24/1970 

January Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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January Fun Facts 
 

The name for January 
comes from the Roman 
god, Janus, who is 
always depicted with 
two heads. He uses one 
head to look back on 

the year before, and the 
other head to look 
forward into the New 

Year! 
 

One of the most 
influential events in the 
U.S. happened on 

January 1, 1892, Ellis 
Island opened, allowing 
for the immigration of 

over 20 million people! 
 

Originally, the Roman 
calendar had only 10 
months, and it excluded 
January and February. 
 

January was a 

monumental year for 
Alaska! As of January 3, 
1959, Alaska officially 
became the 49th state of 

the United States. 
 

January has two zodiac 

signs Capricorn, which is 
until January 19, and 
Aquarius, which is for the 
rest of the month. 
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LWR (LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF) WORK DAYS 
 

JANUARY  17th  9:00am to 3:00pm and 7:00pm-9:00pm  Bring your lunch. 
JANUARY  18th  9:00 am to 3:00pm  Bring your lunch   
 

Lutheran World Relief has partners of all kinds all over the world.  In Mali 
LWR’s longtime partner is the National Solidarity Fund, which has far-reaching 
access throughout Mali.  This enables the love of Christ to be cast far and wide 
through distributions of LWR quilts and kits.  Some 150,000 people in women’s 
organizations, farmer and artisan cooperatives, schools, health centers, support 
groups for people with disabilities and social service organizations in some of 
Mali’s most remote areas received quilts, personal care kits, school kits, baby 
care kits and fabric kits.  This is a recap of an article from a LWR newsletter.  As 
you can see, it takes a great many items in just one small country.  Our love 
reached 361,225 neighbors in 19 countries in need in 2021. 
 

Please put the 17th and 18th of January on your calendar to come help at LWR 
Work Days.  We will be cutting blocks and school bags, tieing quilts, ironing ma-
terial and sewing around quilts.  Many hands make light work remember!  We 
usually have some kind of treats and coffee is always available to be made.  Let’s 
make 2023 a record year.  God’s Work, Our Hands. 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School 
Christmas Program 

 

Sunday, Dec 18th 
 

Thank you parents, 
teachers, and 

helpers for making 
the Christmas 

Program a huge 
success!  
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Rebekah Circle Meeting 

Date: Thurs, Jan. 19, 2023 

Time: 1:00p.m. 

Location:  St. John's 

Lesson #12, Days 3 & 4 

Baptism of our lord 
January 8th 
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January 2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday 

Wednes-
day 

Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
8:30am Sunday School 
8:30am Adult Forum 
9:45am Worship Service 
New Year's Day 
Noisy Coin Collection 

2 
Office Closed in 
observance of 
New Years 

3 
11:30am Ministe-
rial Fund Meeting 
12:00pm Pastor 
Text Study 
7:00pm MOG 
Meeting (as of 10
-4-22) 

4 
8:45am Steward-
ship & Missions 
Meeting 
6:30pm - 
8:00pm Confir-
mation Classes 
resume and will 
be Salem LC for 
the month of 
January 

5 
8:30am - 
10:30am Our 
Sharing Pantry 
9:00am - 
10:00am Thurs-
day Morning 
Bible Studies 

6 
Epiphany 

7 
5:00pm Worship 
Service 

8 
8:30am Sunday School 
8:30am Adult Forum 
9:45am Worship Service 

9 
9:00am NI Food-
bank Delivery 

10 
12:00pm Pastor 
Text Study 
7:00pm IT Com-
mittee Meeting 

11 
6:30pm - 
8:00pm Confir-
mation Classes at 
Salem LC 

12 
8:30am - 
10:30am Our 
Sharing Pantry 
9:00am - 
10:00am Thurs-
day Morning 
Bible Studies 
6:30pm Church 
Council Meeting 

13 14 
5:00pm Worship 
Service 

15 
8:30am Sunday School 
8:30am Adult Forum 
9:45am Worship Service 

16 
Martin L. King, 
Jr. Day 
4:00pm - 
6:00pm PM Food 
Pantry 

17 
12:00pm Pastor 
Text Study 

18 
6:30pm - 
8:00pm Confir-
mation Classes at 
Salem LC 

19 
8:30am - 
10:30am Our 
Sharing Pantry 
9:00am - 
10:00am Thurs-
day Morning 
Bible Studies 
1:00pm Rebekah 
Circle Meeting-St 
John's 

20 21 
5:00pm Worship 
Service 

22 
8:30am Sunday School 
8:30am Adult Forum 
9:45am Sunday Worship 
IMPORTANT - ANNUAL MEET-
ING AFTER WORSHIP 

23 24 
12:00pm Pastor 
Text Study 

25 
6:30pm - 
8:00pm Confir-
mation Classes at 
Salem LC 

26 
8:30am - 
10:30am Our 
Sharing Pantry 
9:00am - 
10:00am Thurs-
day Morning 
Bible Studies 

27 28 
5:00pm Worship 
Service 

29 
8:30am Sunday School 
8:30am Adult Forum 
9:45am Worship Service 

30 31 
12:00pm Pastor 
Text Study 

1 
8:45am Steward-
ship & Missions 
Meeting 
6:30pm - 
8:00pm Confir-
mation Classes at 
St. John's 

2 
8:30am - 
10:30am Our 
Sharing Pantry 
Groundhog Day 
9:00am - 
10:00am Thurs-
day Morning 
Bible Studies 

3 4 
5:00pm Worship 
Service 
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Church Staff 
 

Pastor Christine Schoon 
 

Administration 
 Office Secretary:   Becky Wollenweber 
        Diane Wold 
 Office hours:      Monday-Thursday 
        8am-4pm 
        Fridays 8am-12pm 
Business 
 Financial Recorder: Mike Hamer 
 Treasurer: Dave McKenzie 
Facilities 
 Building Superintendent: Diane Wold 
Worship 
 Accompanists: Toni Lundeen  
 Becky Stephens, Margaret Page, 
 Jessica Ortega 
Church Council 
 President:  Scott Horsch 
 Vice-President:  Wayne Karp 
 Secretary:  Erik Wold 
Congregation Council 
 Jim Beal 
 Andrew (Drew) Hallman 
 Michael Hamer 
 Cheryl Hearn 
 Jeanette Pfeifer 
 Lynn Skrzypiec 
 

Lutherdale Bible Camp Representatives 
Karol Grandgeorge, Nancy Miller 
NI Synod Assembly Delegates 2022 
Pastor Chris Schoon, Lynn Skrzypiec, Wayne Karp 
 

Ministries 
Cemetery Ministry Team-Doug Stahl 
Bob Fraley, Glen Reuter 
Oversees the care of the church cemetery, maintenance 
and improvements. 
Communications Ministry-Linda Johnson 
Seeks to improve communication with members and 
the community. 
Finance Ministry Team-Wayne Karp 
Chuck Hoepe, Bob Mueller, Joanne Robinson, 
Proposes the budget and administers incoming and 
outgoing funds. 
Fellowship & Hospitality Ministry Team 
Cheryl Hearn Marilyn Abbott, Lee McKenzie,  
Ellie Kulton, Mary Carlson 
Plans activities and recreational outings to promote 
friendship and fellowship in our congregation and  
community. 
Memorial and Other Gifts Fund Team 
Kathy Anderson, Anita Milligan, Nancy Miller, Connie 
Hamer Lynn Skrzypiec 
Missions Endowment Ministry Team 
Ward Hearn Mike Hamer, Jeanette Pfeifer, Linda  
Johnson, Dale Robinson 
 
 

Missions Stewardship Ministry Team 
Lynn Skrzypiec Mike Hamer, Connie Hamer, Mark Lee, 
Karol Grandgeorge 
Provides opportunities for members of our congregation 
to use their gifts and resources, which includes raising 
funds for special projects. Provides a variety of 
opportunities to do God's Work with Our Hands. 
Organizes activities, publicize events and coordinate 
participation. Please join us in any way that works for 
you. 
Outreach Ministry  Jeanette Pfeifer, Ben Beal 
Reach out to the community by welcoming new 
neighbors with bread, hosting/participating in 
community events, following up with visitors, and 
bringing God’s love to St John’s ‘special members’ from 
cradle roll through the homebound. 
 

Parish Education Team 
Jim Beal Nancy Miller, Wendy Merkel, Ellie Kulton, Emily 
Denault 
Oversees Sunday School Program, Summer Bible Day 
Camp, and youth related activities. 
 

Confirmation 
Primary Instructor—Pastor Chris & Scott Horsch  
 St. John’s Congregational Council 
Sunday School Coordinator-Nancy Miller 
 

Property Ministry Team 
Drew Hallman Ward Hearn, Dale Robinson, Steve 
Schoon. 
Oversees the care of the church facilities and grounds,  
maintenance and improvements. 
 

Worship Ministry Team 
Lois Spizzirri Toni Lundeen, Linda Johnson 
Striving to provide Spirit filled worship opportunities in 
an atmosphere of hospitality. 
 

3N1: 7—12 gr. Youth Ministry: 
Coordinators: Jason & Kim Boczko Salem LC 
Youth Ministry Connection from St. John’s—Julie Horsch 
 

Esther Circle-Jeanette Pfeifer 
Rebekah Circle-Connie Hamer 
 

Church Ministries & Organizations 
Contacts 
Altar Guild 
CROP Walk: Jeanette Pfeifer 
Growing Hope: Jerry & Toni Lundeen 
Global Missions: 
Habitat for Humanity: Karol Grandgeorge 
Hearts & Hands: Stella Gardner 
House of the Little Ones: Linda Johnson 
LSSI Christmas Hope Chest: Heidi Eaton 
LWR Projects (Mission Quilts, Baby Care Kits, 
School Kits, 
Personal Care Kits, Sewing Kits): Karol Grandgeorge  
Meals on Wheels: Mark Lee 
Midwest Shelter for Homeless Veterans:  
Our Sharing Pantry: Doris Miller 
Partners In Mission - Uganda, Africa: 
Prayer Chain: Karol Grandgeorge 
Wedding Coordinator: Diane Wold  
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The MESSENGER 

The use of the ELCA name, emblem and tagline are limited to the ELCA churchwide organization, 
ELCA synods and ELCA congregations. Other entities may use these only with the agreement and 
written permission of the ELCA. ELCA is a registered service mark ® of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (U.S. Patent and Trademark Registration No. 2,906,015). 

Worship Times 
Saturday: 5:00pm 
Sunday:  9:45am 

 

St. John ‘s Lutheran Church 235 South Green Street  Somonauk, IIL 60552 
 

PHONE  815-498-3667          EMAIL: office@elcastjohns.org 
WEBSITE: www.elcastjohns.org 

 

www.facebook.com/stjohnslutheranchurchsomonauk/ 


